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April 22

What is Earth Day?

Earth Day is a day to make people aware of
environmental issues concerning their communities. A
day to remember to take care of our planet, Earth.
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How did Earth Day get started?

In 1963, former Senator Gaylord Nelson began to worry
about our planet. He knew that our world was getting polluted and
that many of our plants and animals were dying. Senator Nelson
decided something needed to be done to protect the environment.
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Gaylord Nelson at the St. Croix River. Gaylord Nelson, the man whose work resulted in

Courtesy of NelsonEarthDay.net. the creation of Earth Day—an international holiday.

(Photo: Fritz Albert)

Nelson first met with Attorney General Robert Kennedy,
who agreed that it was an important issue. President Kennedy
soon heard of Nelson’s concerns and agreed that action should
be taken. They decided that the President would go around the
country to tell people about these concerns. President Kennedy
embarked on a five-day tour in September of 1963 to discuss
pollution and the environmental issues it caused. The people of
the United States became more concerned about the
environmental issues, but there was still nothing on the political
agenda, even after President Kennedy’s tour.

Robert F. Kennedy This image from the Nelson Papers shows Public Domain John F. Kennedy in New York
Kennedy during his 1963 conservation tour’s stop
on Wisconsin’s Apostle Islands
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Nelson noticed that a number of small organizations
had achieved some success in promoting environmental
issues locally. Inspired by these events, he decided to have a
special day to teach every one about the things that needed
changing in our environment. In 1969 Nelson organized a
single day environmental teach-in to put pollution, and other
green issues at the top of our nation’s political agenda. He
wrote letters to all of the colleges and put a special article in
“Scholastic Magazine” (Nelson knew that most schools got his
magazine and that the kids would want to help) and took out
a full-page ad in “The New York Times” announcing that Earth
Day would take place on Wednesday, April 22, 1970.

p earth day is held in Washington
Peter Barnes, Milwaukee Davis Whole Earth Festival! | on April 22nd 1970
Davis, CA

On that first Earth Day — : B
Celebration on April 22, ! l 4 -
1970, it was estimated At s
that some 20 million Earth Day - 1970
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show their support for a : :
cleaner America. School

children, college students,

moms and dads, doctors,
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thousands of local Earth

Day Activities.
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One person had an idea and kept working until everyone began
working together to solve it. Since the first Earth Day, the
concerns about pollution have spread all over the planet. People
all over the world know that there are problems we need to
work on and this is our special day to look at the planet and see
what needs changing. On March 21, 1971, the United Nations
Secretary-General sighed a proclamation establishing Earth Day
an official International holiday. Now people all over the world
are learning about environmental issues in their communities.
The First Earth Day also led to the creation of the United States
Environmental Protection Agency and the passage of the Clean
Air, Clean Water and Endangered Species Acts. This is what
happens when people care about our world.

How can we help save the Earth?

To save the Earth we need to conserve natural
resources and keep our planet clean. Most
important we need to ensure that future
generations have clean air to breathe, clean water
to drink, as well as forests, fields, and beaches to
enjoy by keeping our planet clean.




To keep our planet clean
we need to:

Reduce

Reduce means to use less. Sometimes we can use
reduce by just using less. In stead of using paper
plates, cups and napkins, use real plates and cloth
napkins you can wash and reuse.

2/28/2014



2/28/2014

4

LJ Reuse

Reuse means to use
something again rather than
throwing things away. We
can reuse many things such
as jars, plastic bags, paper
and cardboard boxes.
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Recycle

Recycle means to make something new
from something old. We can recycle things such
as plastic, paper, metal and cardboard. If you
take these materials to a recycling drop off site

or a recycling center then they can be made into
new things.

Earth Day

On April 224, remind every one you know to
reduce reuse and recycle. And that we should make

oy

Celebrate
Earth Day Every Day!l!l

www.pikecountydevelopment.ocm




